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If yon craft is not Turk." Whereat
The king said: "Art thou sure of that?"
"Indeed, Sire, most assuredly.
Do but dispatch now hastily
Another galley in pursuit
And order it not to salute
Their men. Then see what they will do
And if their faith be false or true."
The king gave order: and the galiot
Sped toward them, but it hailed them not.                              2,210
WHO  ATTACK  THE SHIP
Having for our men little use
Their arrows they began to loose
From arfaalist and Damask bow.
The king and his men fell on the foe
With swift attack and vigorous.
When that he saw them shoot at us 5
And they defended themselves well:
Bowstrings were twanged, and arrows fell
Thicker than hail, and the melee
On either side was under way.                                                2,220
Their ship fared slowly, with small breeze.
Our men came alongside with ease
And often, but they dared not board
It, nor could crush the pagan horde.
A solemn oath the king swore, then
And there, to hang the galley men
If they should weaken or if they
Allowed the Turks to get away.
Then like a tempest on they drove $
And headfirst in the water dove                                              2,230
Beneath the ship j on the other side
They swam back, and they deftly tied
The ropes that to the helm were bound
Of the pagan ship, so to confound
The infidels, to make them steer